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The Anjuman-t-Panjab of the 24th January says 


The evacuation of the *ppears that the arrangements 
Khaibar Pass. | da 


of the Khaibar Pass are a 

lency the Viceroy for approval. 
ments can be no other than the con 
pass tribes. But our troops 

the Khaibar until a tr 

Abdul Rahman Khan. 

yet been concluded.. True, the k 
pass involves expenditure, 
occasions, 


of the resolution 
the Chota Udaipur 


b 
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release of Prince Chandra Singh, but regrets that the inter- 
ference of the Government in this case has established a bad 
precedent for the future. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Rahbar-i-Hind (Lahore) of the 25th January states 
that the memorial which the proprietor 
the had Commmubaar's of the Englishman had prepared, pro- 
ofee. testing against the proposed abolition — 
of the Press Commissioner’s office, and to which he had ob- 
tained the signatures of the proprietors of a majority of the 
Anglo-Indian and vernacular newspapers, was submitted by 
him to the Government of India on the 1st January. The 
great exertions made by him in obtaining the signatures to 
the memorial reflect great credit upon his perseverance. The 
natives should learn a lesson from his conduct.’ We are dis- 
posed to fancy that some of our contemporaries have signed 
the memorial without carefully thinking over the subject. 
The Press Commissioner’s office is an off-shoot from the 
odious Press Act. The work of supplying the Press with 
news does not properly fall within the province of the 
Government ; the editors are to help themselves in this matter | 
as best they can. The Government places itself in a false. 
position by undertaking this duty. If it withholds important. 
State secrets from the public, it is thought weak ; if it pub-. 
lishes them, it is thought unwise. It must be aware what 
criticisms the Kabul news supplied by it has called forthat 
‘different times from the public. Moreover, the Press Commis- _ 
sioner’s office, like the Press Act, is calculated to destroy the . | 
liberty of the Press, because the supply of news to a paper 
depends upon its good conduct. The Press Commissioner does _ 
not supply news to all the papers, but only to the favoured 
few. If his office has been established to assist the Press, all — 
editors equally should be supplied with news by him. More- 
over, they should be allowed to obtain news from other sources « 


if they like. In our opinion it is useless to retain: the office, , 3 
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which, besides being destructive of the freedom of the Press; 
costs about five or six thousand rupees a year (sic). It would 
be enough that all official information which the Government 
wishes to communicate to the Press and the public should be 
published in the Government Gazettes. 


~The Dabdaba-t-Qaisart ( Bareilly) of the 22nd January states 
The Bareilly Collegiate that the brilliant success which the 
School. Bareilly collegiate school has achieved 
at the late Entrance Examination of the Calcutta University 
has induced the Government to permit the establishment of 
a First Arts class at the school as an experimental measure 
for one year. It appears from the Director of Public In- 
struction’s letter that the permission has been granted on 
the following conditions :—First, in consideration of the 
opening of the new college class no increase of pay will be 
given to any schoolmaster. Secondly, the efficiency of the 
school should not be effected by the new class. Thirdly, 
no scholarship will be given by Government to any student 
of the First Arts class. Fourthly, there should be at least . 
ten students in the new class. The Director has informed 
the school authorities that they may open the First Arts class 
on the above conditions if they please, and that if it is found 
after one year that they can satisfactorily. manage the new 
class, the question of the permanent establishment of the 
class and the claims both of the teachers and the students will 
receive favourable consideration at his hands. The teachers 
would willingly undertake additional work in hope of future 
promotion, but the students cannot afford to give up their 
claims to scholarships, The restriction about the grant of 
scholarships should be removed. Jf the Bareilly students are 
entitled to a scholarship according to rule, there seems to be 
no reason why they should not get it like the students of 
the other colleges and schools. The Government should 
render every possible aid to the well-to-do classes of Berelly 
in their noble exertions for the revival of their college, The 
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re-establishment of the college is essentially necessary for the 
spread of education and civilization in Rohilkhand and the. 
neighbouring hills, which are very backward compared with 
the other provinces, It is rumoured that the Government is 
thinking of abolishing the Agra college and reviving the 
Bareilly college, This is a good scheme. Agra can do with- 
out a Government college because there are other institu- 
tions at Agra and the neighbourhood which would suffice for 
the requirements of that place. 


The Softr-i-Hind ( Amritsar) of the 15th January (received 
The revival of Oriental © the 23rd idem) publishes & COomMm- 
learning. municated article in regard to the 
revival of Oriental learning by the Panjab University. It is 
generally believed that the hare becomes mad in March, 
This popular idea may be right or wrong, but there seems 
to be little doubt that some kinds of brains are open to the 
influence of the weather. Some persons in the Panjab, among 
whom there are even some able editors of vernacular papers, 
are under the impression that English education is not 
essential for our national progress, and advocate the revival 
of Oriental learning, Buta little reflection on our present 
position and the policy of the Government would show them 
that they are mistaken. One may abuse the Government in 
English to his heart’s content, if he pleases, But it cannot 
tolerate any criticism in vernacular of its acts and measures, 
It has gagged the native press. We can only see and hear, 
but we cannot speak. If any native wishes to criticise the 
measures of Government, he must learn English, Its object 
in encouraging Occidental studies is that we may always 
remain good slaves; we must not learn English so that 
we may never criticise its acts. It had hitherto been 
anxious to encourage the spread of English education among 
natives, and it is to be regretted that it has now — 
changed its mind and is going to adopt a retrograde policy. — 
English education shows us how backward is our country OS 
compared with Europe, makes us acquainted with the new 
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discoveries made in science by the Europeans,-and- teaches 
us what are our rights and privileges and what duties 
we owe to the Government. The result of the spread of 
English education has been that the natives now appreciate 
the merits of British rule, and would never consent to a 


change of rulers, We should raise ourselves to the level of, 


Europeans by English education, and become, as it were, 
the left hand of the Government, Englishmen being its right 
hand. There are a few liberal-minded Englishmen who would 
like to see natives go to England for education and qualify 
themselves for the Civil Service, the Medical Service, or the 
Bar, which have been monopolized by their own countrymen. 
Suppose we are wrong and the supporters of the Oriental 
system of education right, is the Panjab Government, we ask, 
prepared to appoint men, who regejve an Oriental education 
at the Lahore University College and do not know English, . 
Extra Assistant Commissioners, Assistant Surgeons, and 
Assistant Engineers? If not, how are they to support them- 
selves? Are they to go to the houses of Europeans with 
their University diplomas in their hands and beg alms? | Is 


there at present a scarcity of Pandits and Mullas in the 
Panjab that it is intended to make more Pandits and Mullas 


in order that they may offer prayers every day in the morn- 
ing on behalf of the souls of the Panjab University and its 
supporters? It should be remembered that these men, hav- 
ing no means of earning a livelihood, would be a pest to the 
society and a source of anxiety to the Government. We 
hope that the Government will not commit such a mistake. 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 22nd January publishes a long 
The improvement ef Communicated article, in which the 
nr nnaS. | writer makes the following proposals 


for the improvement of agriculture ; — 


(1) As cultivation is carried on with the aid of cattle, 
the slaughter of cattle by butchers for the sake of their fish: 
thoald be checked. (2) Many forests have been destroyed, 
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and this has diminished the rainfall. Forests should be ex- 
tensively planted to remedy this. (3) The cultivators should 
be taught the use of improved implements of husbandry and 
also made acquainted with the different kinds of manures that 
can be utilized for fertilizing land. (4) Wells should be 
constructed at those places where means of irrigation 
do not already exist. The cost should be realised from 
the cultivators by small instalments. The wells should be 
constructed under the supervision of Government Engineers, 
because those constructed by ignorant cultivators themselves 
would not be good. (5) Permanent settlement should be 
introduced throughout the country. (6) Exhibitions should 
be frequently held. They would be conducive to the im- 
provement of agriculture and manufactures and also encour- 
age trade. When the owners of good cattle get prizes, they 
will not sell the animals to butchers. 


The Koh-i-Nur (Lahore) of the 19th January, in regard to 


The suspension of Sir- the suspension of Sirdar Muhammad 


dar Muhammad Haiyat ivat SL ic] \ 
i i a Be Haiyat Khan, C. 8. L., Judicial Assist- 


Assistant Commissioner, nt Commissioner, Jhelum, on account 
— °F his alleged misconduct at Kabul, 
remarks that the news of his suspension has been received 
with profound regret by the people in the Panjab. It. is 
believed that a full enquiry will now be made into his conduct. 
We are convinced that his loyalty and honesty will come out 
unscathed. He is an old and able public servant and has 
rendered important services ta Government. lis character 
will shine more brightly when the cloud which at present 
hangs over it is cleared. (The Rahbar-i-Hind of the 20th 
January has expressed somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The Nastm-i-Agra of the 2ard January states that the 


proceedings of a court at Morar ins 

A Judicial Court, Morar. 
ee civil suit were very strange.. The 
court first heard the case at 10 4. u., when only the defend= 
ant was present, and dismissed the suit, Atlla.m., whe 
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the defendant was. absent, the plaintiff and his vakil eame 
to court and protested against the dismissal. The court 
decided the case ea porte and decreed the claim of the plaintiff. 
The plaintiff had hardly left the court; when the defendant 
arrived and submitted an application for revision of judgment. 
The plaintiff's vakil raised objections to the acceptance of the 
application. On this the court quashed the whole proceed- 
ings and tried the case over again. What justice can the 
people expect from such incompetent Judges? 


The Panjdbt Akhbdr (Lahore: of the 22nd January, in re« 
The case of the editor of gard to the case of the editor of the 
the Saftri-Hind, Amritsar. Sq/{y-i-Hind (Amritsar), remarks that 
in June last one Ladha Singh was suspected of having com- 
mitted an offence. He was seized by the police and died in 
the lock-up after a few days. The people at Amritsar general- 
ly believed that his death was caused by the ill-treatment 
which he received at the hands of Gur Sahai, the inspector of 
police. The editor of the Saftr-i-Aind published this tamour 
in his paper with his own 1emarks. He was prosecuted for 


defamation by the inspector. In the meantime the inspector 


himself was prosecuted by the father of the deceased 
on the charge of having caused the death of his soni. 
As the former case depended upon the latter case, the 
Deputy Commissioner first took up the latter, and released 
the editor on a security of Rs. 509, pending trial. The De- 
puty Commissioner acquitted the inspector, but on appeal 
the Chief Court remanded the case for retrial. The case was 
retried, but the father of the deceased was unable to prove 


the charge as before, and the accused was again declared. 


innocent by the Deputy Commissioner. When this case was 
finally disposed of, the Deputy Commissioner took up the case 
of the editor and sentenced him to six months’ imprisonment. 
But in consideration of the atixiety to which he had been 
exposed for a long time owing to the unavoidable delay. in 


the decision of the case, thé iniprisonment was reduced . 
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to four months only. Moreover, he was sentenced to pay a 
fine of Rs. 400, and in default to undergo imprisonment for four 
months more. The judgment of the Deputy Commissioner 
was received with deep regret throughout the province and | 
evoked universal sympathy for the editor. An appeal was 

soon preferred to the Commissioner, who reversed the judg- 
wnent of the Lower Court and acquitted the editor on the 18th 
January. The public was as much pleased with the decision 
of the Commissioner as it was dissatisfied with that of the 
Deputy Commissioner, and several meetings were held at 
Lahore and Amritsar for thanksgiving. The case has caused 
great pecuniary loss to the editor. He could not publish his 
paper for several weeks, and is entitled to compensation. 
There is no doubt that the police oppress the people. It 
would be a matter for deep regret if this case did not 


lead to the introduction of some necessary reforms in that 
department. 


The Mitra Vilds. (Lakers of the 24th January says: 
‘The killing of kine by Jf our loyalty to Government exposes 
Musalmans. us to such ill-treatment, we should be 
ashamed of our loyalty. If our patience encourages the 
wicked Musalmans to kill kine before our eyes and induces 
the Government to be indifferent to our feelings, we should 
be ashamed of our patience. Our loyalty and patience, to 
be sure, are perfectly useless. What shall we do with them? 
If the Government fears a disloyal and cruel people and 
allows them to do what they please, disloyalty and cruelty 
may be considered to be very useful qualities. On the day 
of the last Id festival the Musalmans killed kine, which 
grieved the Hindus to the heart. If the Government does 
not punish the offenders, its connivance will be a proof of 
the truth of our remarks. Does it become Government to 
show indulgence to the Musalmans, who are a cruel people 
and whose loyalty is doubtful, and to allow them to oppress 
its loyal Hindu subjects? Such conduct on its part cannot 
but lead the public to imagine that it fears the Musalmans 
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and lower its prestige. It .is our earnest prayer that it may 
soon perceive its mistake and learn to appreciate our loyalty 
and patience. When the Hindus have any grievance, they 
respectfully appeal to Government for redress, but do not, 
like the Musalmans, take the law into their own hands and 
cause disturbances on the smalleat pretexts. It is incumbent 
upon the Government to protect them against the tyranny. 
and oppression of the Musalmans. The Musalmans say that 
the sacrifice of a cow is enjoined by their religion, but an 
enquiry into their religious books will at once show that this 
is not the case. Their object in killing kine is only to annoy 
the Hindus, whose religion strictly enjoins upon them the 
protection of kine. If the Government does not keep these 


shameless and stubborn men in check, they will soon create 
some other disturbances: 


The Akhbdri-Am (Lahore) of the 19th pa states : 
is seer chet a Oe English contemporaries" 
vetoes of Lord Ripon have declared that Lord Ripon has 
been frightened by his late illness, that 
he thinks that the climate of India does not suit him, and 
that consequently he will soon resign his office and return 
home. There is no reason to suppose that the climate of this 
country does not suit him. His late illness was caused by over- 
exertion, To our thinking he has been much struck with the 
cordial and widespread sympathy evinced by all classes of the 
natives towards him in his sickness, and will never cut short 
his relations with such a loyal people. His illness cannot be 
considered an unmixed evil in this way. 


The same paper, referring to the rebellion of the Sonthal 
people owing to census operations, 
remarks that, in its opinion, the insur- 
rection was not due to the oppression of the enumerators, but 
to the improper questions which they are required by Govern- 
ment to ask from the people. The enumerator has to ask 
each man the names of even the female members of his 
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family, to enquire whether they are married or widows, to ask’ 


whether any member of his family is deaf, dumb, blind, 
lame, or a leper, &. 


a 


RAILWAY. 


A correspondent of the Bhdrti Vilds (Agra) of the 25th 
The railway police, Nasir- January, writing from Nasirabad, 
abad. complains that the railway police.at 
the Nasirabad station abuse and beat the passengers. 


LOCAL. 
Circulation, The Nastm-i-Agra of the 23rd January, in its local news 
285 copies. . 
Prevalence of theft at Column, complains of the prevalence 
Agra. of theft at Agra. It has been stated 


that about twenty thousand rupees worth of property has been 
stolen from the house of one Babu Ram Rup, zemindar 


- of Nagaria. A theft has also been committed at the house of. 
a Gujrati Brahmin in Gokalpura. 
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